
Map reading
on 

topographical maps
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objectives
The pupil is able to read:

- symbols from the topographical 
map

- physical planning of the landscape



07 June 2004 HERODOT Network 2003 3

exercise
- Look
on the map
for the spot where you are;

- Use the legend
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Distance and 
direction

Use the grid

1 Judge the distance from the spot to …..

2 In what direction is the main road going?
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Orientation

Use the nearest church on the map

1a In what direction you see the church?
1b Turn the map in that direction.
2 Where is the North?
3 In what direction you go to …..?
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Built-up area

1 What is the significance of
the different colours?

2 How can you see these differences 
in reality?
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soil
1 What colour has a garden on the 

map?

2 What colour has a park?

Is this the same in reality?
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