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1 
Introduction 
1.1  Herodot network
Within the framework of the Herodot nerwork meeting in March 2003 a small group took the initiative to investigate the opinion of Geography students about what they think is exciting about studying the geography of Europe. The work of this working group is part of thematic pillar 3 (TP3 Exciting Geography: Innovation in geographical learning and teaching )

	About Thematic Pillar 3
1. BACKGROUND

Promoting innovative and Exciting Geography is seen as an essential component for the future success of the subject. Studies of such subject didactics have high significance in HE as students become more demanding. According to Buchberger (2001), maximum use of the subject potential can be achieved by integrating of theories of educational sciences and theories of academic disciplines. Subject didactics in HE Geography are not highly developed. So this TP aims to establish subject didactics as a discipline to improving the quality of learning and teaching.

2. PILLAR AREAS

The main TP3 issues are likely to be: 

1. establishing existing concepts and status of subject didactics in Geography in the members of HEROdotNET 

2. preparation of publications on the development of Geography subject didactics to create in innovative, exciting geographical studies 

3. Research and development projects on issues in various exciting learning spheres 

4. working with TP1 to develop and evaluation of professional development curricula


1.2 Group members
	Representative
	Institution
	

	Adwin Bosschaart
	Faculty of Education Amsterdam, Netherlands
	a.bosschaart@efa.nl

	Alois Hynek
	Masaryk University, Czech Republic
	hynek@sci.muni.cz

	Eva Konecnik
	University of Mariboru, Slovenia
	Eva.konecnik@uni-mb.si

	Iris Pauw
	University of Utrecht, Netherlands
	irispauw@hetnet.nl

	Sibylle Reinfried
	University of Zurich, Switzerland
	s.reinfried@bluewin.ch

	Christian Vielhaber
	University of Vienna, Austria
	Christian.vielhaber@univie.ac.at


1.3 Questionnaire and data collection 
In the period April 2003-April 2004 we gathered information from students in HE geography institutes from the participating countries. The following questionnaire has been set up by Sibylle Reinfried. It is completed by Iris Pauw.

	Questionnaire: Exciting geography of Europe

A The following list indicates a number of topics about Europe. Which are the five topics you are mostly interested in? Highlight your five favorite topics.

1. The physical geography of Europe (geology, geomorphology) 

2. European weather and climate 

3. The population of Europe 

4. Migration in Europe 

5. European Language patterns and religious influences in Europe 

6. The settlements and urbanization of Europe 

7. Plants and animal domestification and its diffusion into Europe 

8. Cultural differences between the regions of Europe and their roots 

9. European agriculture, forestry and fisheries 

10. European resources (e.g. natural oil, gas, coal, iron ore) 

11. European tourism 

12. Supranational institutions in Europe (e.g. the EU) 

13. Selected European countries. Name your two favorite countries:

______________________________________________________
B Are there any topics concerning Europe you are excited to learn about and that are not on the list? Name 5 additional topics about Europe you want to know more about.
	A. How would you like to learn about the above topics? Tell what you prefer, by listing the following options: put the number 1 to the most favourite way of learning and 6 to the least favourite method.

1. To write an individual paper (research question -> research -> paper)

2. Read books on the topic and compare their message

3. Have classes of an expert-teacher

4. Have an e-mail discussion with other students

5. Correspondance with students elsewhere in Europe

6. Work on a project with students from the same class

Comment to your answer (optional):

____________________________________________________________

D.
Of course there are many more ways of learning. List at least three methods of learning that you can think of and would favour, besides the ones mentioned above.

1.

2.

3.


The processing of the data has been done by Iris Pauw and Adwin Bosschaart.

2.
The Data 
2.1
Presentation of part A and B of the questionnaire: What topics are exciting?  
Results A Which topics you are most interested in?
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A Slovenia
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A Switzerland
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A Austria

The students were asked to indicate five 

topics they are most interested in. The

results are in percentages
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A Netherlands
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A Totals (except Austria)
List with topics about Europe

1. The physical geography of Europe 

2. European weather and climate 

3. The population of Europe 

4. Migration in Europe 

5. European Language patterns and religious influences in Europe 

6. The settlements and urbanization of Europe 

7. Plants and animal domestification and its diffusion into Europe 

8. Cultural differences between the regions of Europe and their roots 

9. European agriculture, forestry and fisheries 

10. European resources (e.g. natural oil, gas, coal, iron ore) 

11. European tourism 

12. Supranational institutions in Europe (e.g. the EU)
Results B.
Extra topics concerning Europe mentioned in the questionnaire:

In the questionnaire students were asked to write down topics they wanted to learn about, that were not mentioned in the question presented in A. In the following short list, their most frequently given answers are summarized and presented:

· Political geography: 

(patterns and changes within Europe, international European conflicts, national minorities problems, political relations of Europe and the rest of the world: yesterday, today and in future. Specifically mentioned: the Balkans and ways to solve their problems)

· Primate cities
· Infrastructure/ transportation and transportation problems in Europe

· Ecological problems in Europe and nature conservation.

· Economical relations, tensions, competition and regional specialisation within Europe and from Europe as a whole with other economic regions (f.e. Asia, North America)

· Labour market in Europe: where are your chances?

· Multinational corporations in Europe

· Development issues

· Demography

· Difference (economical, cultural) in social classes in Europe 

· EU-extension, curse or blessing/ the USE; a myth?

· Geography of European Sport

· Crime and safety within Europe

· Local topics in Europe

· Mental Maps of Europe/ images and prejudices

The answers to question A show that social geographic topics about culture, urbanisation and population (question 8,6,3) are most popular. Tourism and migration (11 and 4) also score relatively high. Striking is that this pattern is not fully unambiguous: in Switzerland and the Netherlands this preference is more outspoken than in Slovenia. The Slovenian students are relatively positive on issues concerning physical geography. They show modest enthusiasm for three topics that in the Netherlands and Switzerland hardly get any votes (1,7 and 9). Topic number 7, plants and animal domestification and its diffusion into Europe, is particularly striking. In Slovenia this scores higher than four social geographical topics, among which migration (4). Migration is for the Swiss students the second favourite and for the Dutch the third favourite topic.
Presentation of Part C and D of the questionnaire: How do students want to study the topics? 
Results C
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C Slovenia
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C Netherlands
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C Totals

Note: the lower the percentage the more the students like this way of learning!

How would you like to learn about the above topics? Tell what you prefer, by listing the following options: put the number 1 to the most favourite way of learning and 6 to the least favourite method.

1 To write an individual paper (research question -> research -> paper)

2 Read books on the topic and compare their message

3 Have classes of an expert-teacher

4 Have an e-mail discussion with other students

5 Correspondance with students elsewhere in Europe

6 Work on a project with students from the same class

Results D
Extra ways of learning mentioned in the questionnaire:

In the questionnaire students were also asked to write down ways of learning they find attractive, that were not mentioned in the (choice-)question before. In the following short list, their most frequently given answers are summarized and presented:

· Excursion/fieldwork (mentioned frequently)

· Exchange programs/spending time in colleges abroad (mentioned more often) 

· International student congress/seminars(mentioned more often)

· Discussions (for example with students from other countries, in person or through a forum on the internet; mentioned more often)

· Exams(mentioned more often)

· Making of a website

· Making of a video

· Movies/DVDs/documentaries (research, analysis through these media)

· More education in English, so your scientific English improves

· Focus on one land

· Stories on personal experiences

· Practical experiences: laboratorial work, simulations, experiments.

· combination of different ways of learning (foreign and home expert-teacher/s, travelers and various media).

· Do research elsewhere 

· International internships

This part of the questionnaire was only filled out by Slovenian and Dutch students. The results show the same pattern in both countries. Students seem to prefer ‘local’ methods: an expert teacher or working on a project in class. An e-mail discussion is least popular according to the results on question C. In the answers to question D they do ask for discussion with students for elsewhere. They seem to prefer to be together during these discussions: they ask for the opportunity to learn by going abroad. They name excursions, fieldwork, exchange programmes. Also the request for courses in English shows an outward orientation. They want to go abroad to explore each other’s local situation and education.
2.2
Interpreting the data

Interpretation of part A and B of the questionnaire: What topics are exciting?  

The preferences shown and especially the highest scores ( tourism in Slovenia, cultural differences in Switzerland and urbanisation in the Netherlands) bring all sorts of speculative explanations to mind. In the following text we present some of the questions or statements that come to mind when looking at these data. 

· Do Slovenian students find tourism interesting because it will be a growth sector in Central/Eastern Europe? 

· Are Swiss students, living in a non-EU-country, more aware of the need for a national policy on internal cultural and external (threatening?) differences?  

· Do students from a small country like the Netherlands focus on settlement and urbanisation to tightly plan their small space? 
Interpretation of part C and D of the questionnaire: What ways of learning are popular? 
The preferences shown ask for further research. There could be a variety of reasons why students prefer ‘local’ methods. It could be taken as a compliment to their teachers, but it could just as well mean a lack of trust in facilities that are required to learn from contacts throughout Europe. Going abroad is still very popular among geography students. Again we present some questions or statements that come to mind when you see the results.

· Students prefer to avoid the technical risks that are involved in modern communication technics (mail, internet, videoconferencing) by choosing the ´safer´classical lecture. 

· Students want ´local study´ methods, because they experienced the disadvantages of modern communication technics

· Students, like many other people, still have to experience the advantages of modern communication technics and fear it because it is relatively new

· Going abroad is the best way of learning about other places and people

· When students go abroad, should they be prepared by study on the county, or is the experience more educational when you enter with your own mental map​?
· Is going abroad part of the HE geography-curriculum everywhere in Europe and shoud it be?
3
Follow-up of this survey
3.1
Data as basis for discussion

Chapter two can be the basis for a discussion among geographers or geography students. Show the results and let them draw their own conclusion. An other option is to present the highest scores and let people brainstorm on the explations. As a third option, we present a set of statements here, that we consider the most tempting topics for discussion from chapter two. While discussing these statements, group members should not only focus on what is true or false, but also on what people think to be true or false. This makes us aware of the mental maps of our fellow Europeans.

3.2
Ideas for future research and activities
All the questions and statements written in the interpretation (par 2b) form ideas for further research. More in general two advices came to mind.

1. Do our curricula in Higer Geography Education sufficiently meet the needs students have on the topic or scale of Europe?

The ease with which the students came with answers and ideas on studying Europe, suggests a clear interest. Students seem to recognise Europe and it´s theme´s as important. Europe seems to be more than a scale inbetween the national and global to them. The number of topics they come up with they see as relevant in a HE geography-curriculum, suggests they see it as a scale that goes beyond the ´inbetween´ and has an identity and importance in itself. Do our curricula show this importance too?  This question requires and, in our opinion, deserves further research.

2. Collecting of good practices

Students show enthousiasm on a lot of  European topics. We all know that it is easier said than done: to keep them enthousiastic throughout a semester is a bigger task . We share that task and probably all have our succeses. Our suggestion is to share these successes, by exchanging good practices. This concerns no research, but nevertheless it is an activity that takes time, good organisation and stimulation of use throughout Europe. This fits well in the activity a group concerned with ´exciting geography´ could do. 

The idea of specialisation among the European institutes is maybe an even more attractive option. Students could travel through Europe and make use of the specialities of universities and their locations. Still, the reality is that al lot of practicalities make this attractive idea difficult. The Herodot network can function as a framework for more intense contacts and stimulation on exchange and specialisation. But as long as not all our students can travel around, the pedagogy (didactics) and topics, good practices in the form of successful teaching material, should be exchanged.
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