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Distant: field studies in Norwegian
teacher training CoUrses.

Very popular in efficial plans, in Norwegian
University Colleges and! Universities

But - Increasing pressure; to reduce extent and

Ini this case: A narrow! definition: of field studies -

excluding complex research and! simple field
trips

Possibilities and limitations in such field studies?




Possibilities and limitations

Time limit in these studies: 1 — 3 months

Economic limitations: the: students have to cover
most of the expenses

lack of experience, knowledge and contacts

Practical problems, research restrictions and
rules in “the field™




Participation and observation —
some; Implications

Complete observation— a goed: start?

Participant; 6bservation — exploking the
environment?

Observation with some participation — an
appropriate method?

Interlocutior, observer or participant?




Some experiences; firom India

Approaching ruralf Indias in: close coeperation
with' a loecal University: College

A model basedi on participation and observation
IN Specific defined areas/ local communties

Result: Students acquire Impressive amounts of

Ocal situated knowledge: but lack everall
DErSPECtIVE




An example fromi Tanzania

[FOCUS on geodraphical situational complexity: —
rather than lecal participation

Methodologicall approach: Interlocutor?

Wide range off activities Including| research- and
Work place components

Result: students gaini less “local™ knowledge but
dain more “country level” knowledge




