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DistantDistant fieldfield studies instudies in NorwegianNorwegian
teacherteacher trainingtraining coursescourses..

nn VeryVery popularpopular inin officialofficial plans, inplans, in NorwegianNorwegian
UniversityUniversity Colleges andColleges and UniversitiesUniversities

nn ButBut -- increasingincreasing pressurepressure toto reducereduce extentextent andand
costscosts……....

nn InIn thisthis case: Acase: A narrownarrow definitiondefinition ofof fieldfield studiesstudies --
excludingexcluding complexcomplex researchresearch and simpleand simple fieldfield
tripstrips

nn PossibilitiesPossibilities andand limitationslimitations inin suchsuch fieldfield studies?studies?



PossibilitiesPossibilities andand limitationslimitations

nn Time limit inTime limit in thesethese studies: 1studies: 1 –– 33 monthsmonths
nn EconomicEconomic limitationslimitations:: thethe students have to coverstudents have to cover

mostmost ofof thethe expensesexpenses
nn LackLack ofof experienceexperience,, knowledgeknowledge andand contactscontacts
nn PracticalPractical problems,problems, researchresearch restrictionsrestrictions andand

rulesrules inin ””thethe fieldfield””



ParticipationParticipation andand observationobservation ––
somesome implicationsimplications

nn CompleteComplete observationobservation –– aa goodgood start?start?
nn ParticipantParticipant observationobservation –– exploringexploring thethe

environmentenvironment??
nn ObservationObservation withwith somesome participationparticipation –– anan

appropriateappropriate methodmethod??
nn InterlocutorInterlocutor, observer or, observer or participantparticipant??



SomeSome experiencesexperiences from Indiafrom India

nn ApproachingApproaching rural India: inrural India: in closeclose cooperationcooperation
withwith aa locallocal UniversityUniversity CollegeCollege

nn AA modelmodel basedbased onon participationparticipation andand observationobservation
inin specificspecific defineddefined areas/areas/ locallocal communtiescommunties

nn ResultResult: Students: Students acquireacquire impressiveimpressive amountsamounts ofof
locallocal situatedsituated knowledgeknowledge butbut lacklack overalloverall
perspectiveperspective



AnAn exampleexample from Tanzaniafrom Tanzania

nn FocusFocus onon geographicalgeographical situationalsituational complexitycomplexity ––
ratherrather thanthan locallocal participationparticipation

nn MethodologicalMethodological approachapproach:: InterlocutorInterlocutor??
nn Wide rangeWide range ofof activitiesactivities includingincluding researchresearch-- andand

workwork placeplace componentscomponents
nn ResultResult: students: students gaingain lessless ””locallocal”” knowledgeknowledge butbut

gaingain moremore ””countrycountry levellevel”” knowledgeknowledge


