HERODOT Conference, Stockholm 2007


An invitation for you to join the HERODOT Thematic Pillars (TPs) in Stockholm
The Stockholm conference is an opportunity to consider some of the impacts associated with the implementation of the Bologna Process.  Delegates are asked to nominate which pillar that they intent to work in during the conference.  Therefore the TPs have identified their planned areas of work and this has been stated here for your information. 
Some suggestions of the sorts of papers that might be submitted for publication are provided here.  This is not a full list and any papers which attempt to review and reflect on any aspect of the implementation of the Bologna Process, the Lisbon Agenda and the establishment of a European Higher Education Area will be considered suitable.  Your paper submissions may be practical, case study or conceptual in nature. They might report on action research, the development of an idea, curriculum changes which have taken place, how issues such as quality assurance are being addressed, some ongoing work which updates an earlier publication or even the evaluation and synthesis of completed research. 

The primary purpose of these submissions is for delegates to consider the themes concerned before they come to the working conference so that the time can be spent there largely in discussion and development, rather than listening to a sequence of presentations.  It is anticipated that the shortened paper format will allow delegates to be able to readily synthesise the main points of relevant papers.  It is intended that the short papers submitted by delegates will be edited and published at the conference in order that delegates are able to review and reflect on what others may have written.  There will be opportunities for some selected papers to be further developed for fuller publication at a later stage.  So, I hope you will be able to join us and that the different conference format will provide opportunities for interesting debate and thus beneficial for all concerned.

Karl Donert, Network coordinator
Thematic Pillar 1 is based on aspects of the European Dimension: Citizenship, Culture and Identity . It addresses some of the core issues at the heart of European society - the changing geographies of culture, identities and citizenship. Our research so far suggests that the academic context of the curriculum of European geography students needs to be adapted to these social, cultural and political changes.  Our goal is to develop collaboratively, course suggestions and 'tried and tested' innovative practices that will develop our students as mobile active citizens and thinking Europeans. We invite you Stockholm to join in discussion of these themes.  Papers are likely to be based on one of the following areas:

a) What students think/feel about culture, identities citizenship etc today and how they think university geography courses are contributing to their understanding. 

b) What we are teaching students and concerning the European dimension. The context could be drawn from a syllabus analysis, issues and examples. 

c) How the European dimension is being addressed in your university or beyond

d) A review of approaches that might constitute good practice.

e) Responses to the new Lifelong Learning Programme from the European Commission.

f) Aspects of mobility including exchanges and trans-national course initiatives

We look forward to seeing you in Stockholm, Margaret Keane (E: m.keane@stmarys-belfast.ac.uk) and Maria Villanuieva (E: mvillanueva@quiro.uab.es), TP1 leaders

Thematic Pillar 2 has the theme of the Promotion of Geography in the 21st Century.  The objectives of the pillar are two fold.  First is an assessment of the current and future promotion of Geography. Second will be the creation of a toolkit that will assist the promotion of Geography.  The target audience of this exercise will not only be educators in higher education, but also NGOs and the influential European society. TP2 will also plan to set up working links with EGEA and EUGEO to raise the profile of Geography through its work. 

TP2 would like to invite you to join the steering group in Stockholm to discuss this very topical issue in Geography. Participants interested in joining TP2 in the Stockholm conference will be requested to submit a report on aspects of the promotion of Geography.  This may be a review or analysis of the needs for promotion and the institutional and other responses. Delegates will complete a related questionnaire on the promotion of Geography in their country (report template and questionnaire will be provided to interested participants).  This input will feed into the first objective of the pillar. Further discussions in Stockholm will deal with the tool-kit structure, design and content.

A discussion has already been taking place on the HERODOT community (http://www.herodot.net/community).  I wish to invite you to join in the discussion and to participate in the Stockholm conference with us.  We are looking forward to meeting you. Dr. Maria Attard, TP2 leader, Geography Division, University of Malta. E: maria.attard@um.edu.mt 
Thematic Pillar 3 reviews Teaching Geography in and for Europe.  This Pillar will organise a workshop in Stockholm on the theme "Diversity ad Challenges in Europe".  The main focus of the workshop is set on the teaching of three topics: 
· society, economy and culture

· environment and 

· one Europe or more? – perception of Europe(s)
The workshop will explore the geographical themes that fit into these three topics and which therefore ought to be taught in Geography in the different levels of geographical education. The workshop will also examine learning and teaching approaches central to teaching in and for Europe and associated curriculum issues involved. The resulting professional development needs of academics and the training of teachers will also be reviewed.

Papers on themes associated with the teaching of these areas should be produced, or else on aspects of innovative teaching approaches. I hope to see you at our workshop. Daniella Schmeinck, E: Daniela.Schmeinck@ph-karlsruhe.de 
Thematic Pillar 4 considers aspects of lifelong learning and employability.  The workshop will seek to explore these themes and to identify reasons why they are so important in developing relevant curriculum under the Bologna process.  TP4 invites you to Stockholm to increase your awareness of, and to debate aspects related to, the employability of our Geography graduates. The workshop will deal with different aspects of employability and lifelong and will discuss and describe initiatives that might ensure that Geographers can improve the potential to get 'geographical' jobs. 

Employability has become one way to measure the quality of higher education, so the workshop will explore ways to support geography's employability by getting the parties involved (employers, careers guidance officers, employees) and by providing guidance for the qualifications, courses and curriculum development in order to adapt them to the labour market requirements.

Delegates interested in these themes could examine any of the following in their paper: 
a) issues of employability in Geography 

b) institutional responses to improving employability for graduates
c) the job market for Geography graduates

d) employability skills and developments 
e) establishing employability in a course or courses and 
f) any specific or general aspects of employability, policy, practise, aims and ambitions.

The TP4 leaders [Marius Matache (media@portiledefier.ro) and Stelian Dimitrov stelian@gea.uni-sofia.bg] look forward to seeing you in Stockholm.
